
Grand Knight Ed Gilkes Update 

Hello.  My term as Grand Knight is over half complete, and I am giving everyone a “State of the 

Council.”  It has been great for me to meet new people and see men step up for our 

organization.  I have met many of you but there are many that I would still like to meet.  You 

are one of 342 members and our council is still growing.  Seventeen new members were added 

last year, which was just six short of our quota.  Our quota for this year is twenty-four.  Who do 

you know that you could ask to join this great organization? 

We raised a lot of money last year.  We donated over $41,000 to many good causes related to 

our two parishes and school ($13,825), our community ($9,210), faith based organizations 

($7,950), our youth ($5,450), and pro-life initiatives ($4,580).  We could not be so generous 

without great event leaders and volunteers.  We have an active membership and would like to 

see even more guys step up.  You should feel good to be part of an organization that changes 

lives and saves lives. 

While recruiting members I asked men as they came into church if they were interested in the 

Knights of Columbus.  Since I do not know all of our members I asked several men that were 

already members of our council.  Several of them said that they are not active and should 

attend a meeting.  I would ask you to make an extra effort to attend a meeting and/or attend 

our events to get to know your Brother Knights better.  We have some of the finest men you 

will meet.  They understand the importance of God, Family, and serving others. 

So why should men be part of the Knights?  Most guys think that they are too busy.  My answer 

is that we provide opportunities to fill a need that they may have.  Some people like to socialize 

with other good people.  At our events there is usually ample time to socialize as you help.  It is 

a great time to meet new people or get to know people better.  Some guys may want to 

become more spiritual.  We support several programs to strengthen your faith.  The Thursday 

morning program has been a great addition.  The TMIY program will continue this year.  The 

22:32 program with Fr. Larry Richards that was used last year was a great program.  He is 

brutally honest about how to become a better Catholic man but sprinkles in plenty of humor.  

You can find the videos on the internet, and I encourage you to view them. 

Some men want to serve others.  It is proven that serving other people makes a person happier.  

When you care more for God, and thus, your neighbor, you will be happier.  When our life is 

over on earth, God will judge us on how much we served our family and neighbors.  The Knights 

of Columbus provide opportunities to serve people or raise funds for people that are in need.  

Since I became the Grand Knight a year ago I have tried to find opportunities to serve our 

neighbors.  Each fall a group of men and some of their family clean up yards for people that 



cannot do it themselves.  A group of our members lead the rosary at the Waunakee Manor 

each Thursday evening.  Some of our Knights serve meals at a homeless shelter in Madison.  We 

are working to set up an opportunity to volunteer at Habitat for Humanity.  We are always 

looking for ways to serve our neighbors. 

Also, we have many fundraising events that provide help for our neighbors.  These fundraisers 

provide money so that we can help our neighbors in a variety of ways.  We donate to our 

community because our community supports us at our fundraisers, such as Waunafest and 

Wauktoberfest. With the money raised we donate money to the Waunakee Neighborhood 

Connection and the Waunakee food pantry, for instance.  We also donate money to help our 

youth develop a Christian faith foundation. 

It is said that the Knights of Columbus is the right hand of the Catholic Church.  It is very 

important that we serve our parish community and the Catholic Church.  We donate money to 

our churches and school to provide a strong faith community in Waunakee and Westport.  We 

also donate to other faith based organizations and continue to support pro-life organizations to 

respect all life – from conception to natural death.  Last year we donated $1,500 to help 

purchase an Ultra-sound machine at a women’s care center. 

It is important to have correct priorities in our life – God and then family.  Are we putting our 

own desires ahead of others’ needs?  The exception to putting other’s needs ahead of our own 

is the need to take care of ourselves.  Getting exercise and eating right will keep us strong and 

healthy to care for our family and neighbors.  That will keep us fit physically and spiritually. 

I look forward to continuing to run this great council for another year.  I invite you to become 

more involved in this great organization.  We are always looking to improve our council.  Please 

do not hesitate to contact me (608-849-6596 or edgilkes@gmail.com) if you have any ideas.  

You may be asked to assist but it is very rewarding to work on good causes.  God Bless. 

 

 


